
Sunday 6th February 2022     

Readings Isaiah 6:1-12 (New Revised Standard Version) 
  Luke 5:1-11 
Reflection  
Our reading from Isaiah is for many a difficult passage.  Amidst the glory of seeing God, we have the 
quite horrific image of a red-hot coal being held against the prophet’s mouth, and then in the latter 
verses the message Isaiah is to deliver to Israel, the people are to be disabled from helping 
themselves and left abandoned.  It is an image of God which is at odds with the message of Jesus, 
both aspects are what some would describe as tough or even harsh love, although personally I 
struggle to see love in either of these acts.  Jesus came to show a very different image of God, a God 
of grace, a God of overwhelming generosity both in respect of harvest and of forgiveness, a God of 
compassion who indwells creation rather than existing outside creation, like a distant judge.  The 
image of separateness imagined in the story of Babel was superseded by the story of Pentecost and 
the oneness of understanding through the inspiration of the Spirit.  We hear the message, and we 
continue to explore the full meaning of the command to love one another. 

Isiah of course was a prophet, a messenger, and in Luke we hear of the response of the disciples to 
the amazing haul of fish – they chose to leave their nets and follow Jesus and learn how to be 
messengers of the gospel of love.  As Christians it is a response we have all recognised in our own 
lives, although for many there was no miracle moment simply a slow realisation.  However, we are 
still learning and still discovering all that it means to be a disciple.  Being a disciple is not about 
ticking boxes but about changing our actions, attitudes and even our opinions.  Being a disciple 
means sharing your understanding of God with others but not through creeds and well-rehearsed 
doctrine – that helps very little.  No, we are to share our experience of God. 

Now I have a question for you – do you ask what is God, or who is God?   

Which is better and why? 

It rather depends on your understanding of God.  the former carries the danger that we reduce God 
to some kind of superhuman – ‘who’ implying a person.  The latter also reduces God, as it implies an 
inanimate object, and God is more than that.  However, I believe the latter raises a question where 
the former does not. We are so used to referring to God through personal pronouns that we can 
forget there are other dimensions to that which we refer to as God, when we use ‘what is God’ we 
are inviting questioning and wonder beyond our human experience.  Maybe you think it does not 
matter, but if we are called to share our experience of God that does include sharing our 
understanding and how we refer to God is an important aspect of that sharing. 

I grew up in the church, progressing through Sunday School to Junior Bible class, which if I am 
honest, we suffered in order to get to Senior Bible Class and then join the heights of Youth 
Fellowship.  Like many young people of my generation church was the focus for social life, and as a 
teenager it meant drama club, badminton and Sunday evenings when we gathered to question and 
explore all aspects of faith and life.  Senior Bible Class was an important milestone in my faith 
journey, it was the point at which teaching turned to exploration, the point at which we were invited 
to ask questions, sometimes outrageous questions, or so we thought, and to explore the 
connections between faith and everyday life.  I will always be grateful that I grew up in a church that 
encouraged questions and explorations, it has shaped my life, my faith and my ministry.  I did not 
experience a blinding conversion, there was no miracle that transformed my view, rather through 
questioning and sharing I discovered a belief that helped me to live with purpose and meaning but it 
was just the start.  The questions and the exploration have continued, and the understandings and 
belief have changed, grown and expanded.  This is what I share in whatever words I find in my 
mouth.  It is not the answer, but it is an expression of God in my life. 



What was your moment of realisation?  How do you explain your understanding of God? 

Faith can be tested when we face adversity, when we suffer misfortune, grief and loss.  Sometimes 
our picture of God no longer fits our circumstances and we, like Israel, can feel abandoned by God.  
We are not, and we cannot be, but our definition of God may need adjustment.  When Richard 
Dawkins writes about the God in which he cannot believe, I want to get along side and tell him I 
don’t believe in that God either – the definition he uses is not one I recognise.  Testing our faith is 
something we need to do on a regular basis, but it does not mean we have lost faith simply that we 
are readjusting our expression of God. 

Let me tell you a story  

Giovanni was an old man; he had lived alone since his wife and family all died.  He had suffered much 
misfortune – his youngest child had died from the plague, he had lost his job and without income life 
had become increasingly difficult for the family, sometimes they could only feed their remaining son, 
and this had brought ill health to his wife.  The war had come, and his son became a soldier, and he 
too lost his life, it was too much loss for his wife and she had slipped away, also. 

So now he was alone in his sorrow. He did not mix with the other villagers as he could not bear their 
looks of pity or embarrassment.   However, there was one person who visited him, the village 
blacksmith.  He was a giant of a man and spent his days forging and bending metal for the farmers 
and villagers.  It was hot, hard work but at the end of the day he would often visit Giovanni.  He 
visited when his youngest child died, sitting quietly beside the family, holding them in his love.  He 
visited when Giovanni lost his job, bring what little he could to make things easier and sitting with 
them in the stillness of their need.  He visited when their son died in the war, gently holding 
Giovanni’s shoulder as he wept tears of loss, and he visited when Giovanni’s wife slipped away sitting 
beside her body next to Giovanni, and later beside him as he stared into empty space.  Sometimes 
they would talk but most often he would simply sit and listen as Giovanni remembered. 

Many months after his wife died, Giovanni decided he needed to try and make sense of his loss.  Still 
avoiding the village, he decided to go to the city where he had heard there was a pastor renowned 
for his great words.  He found the pastor and told his story and then asked the question why all this 
had happened to him.  The pastor was quiet for a moment, and then replied that it is only through 
misfortune that we find great fortune, suffering he said is part of growing character and strength.  
Giovanni thanked the pastor and returned home even more confused and more bereft, why would 
God make him suffer in this way? He sat in front of the fire trying to find warmth amidst the chill of 
his soul.   

There was a knock at the door and the blacksmith entered.  He was alarmed at the expression on 
Giovanni’s face, and he sat beside him and asked what was wrong.  Giovanni shared what the pastor 
had told him, saying he was grateful for these words of wisdom and hoped he would come to 
understand.  He thanked the blacksmith for his company and comfort over the years but believed he 
must be strong now and perhaps the blacksmith should not visit, there must be others who needed 
him.  The blacksmith looked into the depth of the flames for some minutes, then he began to speak 
quietly but intently. He said if the words of the pastor were true then that was the greatest 
misfortune of all, and Giovanni would need him more than ever.  He stayed beside Giovanni the 
whole night as they rested in each other’s company, and their friendship grew. 

Based on a tale by Peter Rollins 

Sometimes sharing is not about words but simply being there for someone.  Sometimes it is not 
what we say but how we say it, it is the saying rather that the said, the action rather than the 
meaning.  We are called to share but there are many different ways this can be done.  Sharing may 
be words that accompany presence.  A sharing’s purpose is always to build relationship rather than 
reason.  Sometimes trying to offer reason can be perceived as offensive, how can we offer a reason 
for genocide?   



Sharing faith is not about having answers so much as sharing experience.  A very good friend once 
asked me why Jesus had died for her sins.  I explained that I did not have the answer but would 
gladly share where I had got to in my thinking and perhaps that would help her in her thinking.  I 
realise that sharing our understanding can feel more difficult that giving answers we have read or 
heard, sharing a tried but sometimes flawed explanation, but it is always better and all we can truly 
offer is our own experience.  The challenge is in understanding our own experience and that is 
where church comes in.  Church is the opportunity to sit and share, to listen to one another and 
offer encouragement, or sometimes a different viewpoint that may help to make sense of 
something. Church is a place for asking questions and growing together in God.  as we explore new 
ways to be church maybe we need to find a place for shared experience, shared questions and 
shared exploration to better equip ourselves to share with others on their journey. 

The composer Karl Jenkins became famous for his music with non-words, using the human voice to 
articulate feeling and purpose through words with no meaning, simply sounds that seemed like 
another language but not a language known to anyone.  These ‘songs’ invite us to listen and engage, 
to feel and respond. They invite us to a deeper place which often highly constructed sentences may 
never achieve. 

As we reflect on our call, our realisation, and our journey in God with others we listen to Adiemus. 

Music  Adiemus by Karl Jenkins  
Listen here 

Suggested hymns 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God almighty 
I the Lord of sea and sky 
Will you come and follow me 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_wZ9ZBeRAo

