
Sunday 13th February 2022 

Readings Jeremiah 17:5-10 

  Luke 6:17-26 

Reflection  

The two readings this morning are an invitation to explore what it means to live in oneness and 

follow the way of Jesus.  Jeremiah invites us to consider the difference it makes to trust God or to 

trust to ourselves, with the latter times can be tough it says but with the former even in times of 

adversity we find a ‘hidden’ strength and the means to survive.  It is the sort of bible passage often 

used to encourage a triumphalist Christianity, trust God and you will receive good fortune, you will 

prosper. However, experience shows that there is little truth in that idea, bad things do happen to 

good people, and Christians are still human and suffer, but our attitude to life does make a 

difference. 

Without an understanding of God’s presence in the world we are drawn towards independence, we 

seek to stand on our own two feet and make choices for our own benefit.  With an understanding of 

God’s presence in the world, through the message of Jesus we are encouraged to see ourselves as 

interdependent, every choice and action having consequences for others, and that love means 

wanting the best for others.  We are encouraged to see God as a positive presence and discouraged 

from seeing God as a being who withholds things, decides things on our behalf, and intervenes in 

our experience in some kind of judgemental way, someone to fear.  God is an expression of love; 

God’s love is the energy which holds creation in relationship and guides our experience.  This 

comparison leads us to the passage from Luke, which offers another comparison which again needs 

to be explored and teased apart for the real message it gives to us today. 

Luke gives us his version of the Beatitudes.  We are probably more familiar with Matthew’s version, 

which is gentler and offers scope for more obvious interpretation.  In Matthew Jesus is talking to the 

disciples and they have retreated together to a secluded spot on the hillside, here he talks of the 

poor in Spirit, those who hunger for righteousness and those we face adversity because of their 

faith, showing a blessing in all of these things, inviting a different attitude to these things.  In Luke 

Jesus is talking to the disciples but they appear to be surrounded by a crowd, and his message has a 

blunt edge talking of the poor, the hungry and the persecuted whom he invites to celebrate their 

circumstances which seems an odd sentiment.  Worse is to follow, as he goes on to warn those who 

are rich, have enough food and enjoy a revered life because he writes, they will experience 

heartache.  I am reminded of the story of the rich young man who feels he has ticked all the boxes 

and asks what more he must do to enter the kingdom and is told give away all that you have.  It is a 

passage which again has been misinterpreted to suggest that all Christians should give away 

everything they have but I have long understood that it probably really means give up your 

independence, give up that which stops you trusting in God.  For each one of us that may be 

something different.   

So, what was really behind the words Luke records Jesus as having spoken, and do we believe Jesus 

really said these words or is this an early church device to promote obedience to the rules of the 

church.  This was all written long after the event.  Matthew’s version has allowed more wriggle room 

suggesting as it does a poverty of spirit, and hunger for truth, but there are too many people in the 

world who experience real poverty and real hunger, and I imagine it was no different in Jesus’ time 

or there would have been little need for his message of love.  Luke’s words invite us to consider our 

actions and attitudes to the circumstances in which we find ourselves and of those around us.  

Oneness does mean living differently, and it means being thankful for what we have and recognising 



the blessing we can offer through sharing what we have.  We are to be thankful that we have 

enough money not to worry about tomorrow but that is not enough we should be thankful that we 

have enough money to make a difference to others.  We are to be thankful that we have a choice in 

what we eat and do not feel hunger but that is not enough we need to be thankful that we can share 

our good fortune with others in creative ways.  We are to be thankful that we can meet together in 

safety but that is not enough we need to be thankful that we have a voice and the freedom to use it 

to speak out against the injustice and the prejudice that creates fear for others.  If we do not do this 

then we are not truly walking the way of Jesus, we are not living in oneness, and we are not bringing 

the kingdom closer. 

There is a lottery to life, where we are born does influence our experience of life, as Christians we 

are called to ‘level-up’ the ways of the world, to work for equal opportunities and fair shares for all 

people.  This is to live in oneness.  Christianity is not a privileged club, it as a worker’s co-operative.  

Jesus did not start the church, the church began in response to the message of love, in response to 

the call to share and encourage one another in striving for a better world.  That need is still there.   

Being Christians does not protect against misfortune or mishap, it does not mean we are better than 

others, and we are not guaranteed wealth or unending happiness, but we will experience the joy 

and the blessing of blessing others, we will find contentment, we will find meaning and purpose and 

we will find a sense of wonder and hope.  If everyone had that surely that would be the kingdom 

come.  When we trust in God we trust in love, we trust in the positive and reject the negative.  We 

live differently because we see things differently and we respond to our experience with 

thanksgiving and hope, always looking for ways to help others experience the love that is God 

through the generosity of being one with God, one with others and one with creation.  We live to be 

a blessing that is what it means to trust in God and live in oneness, that is the way of Jesus. 

Suggested hymns 

God is love, let heaven adore him 

The love of God comes close 

For the healing of the nations 

Song after readings – Joan Baez ‘There but for fortune’ 


