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God is love, let us adore God by sharing God’s love. 
God is ever present, around us and within us,  
we worship together in God. 

Suggested hymn Morning has broken 
Listen here    

Prayer 
Creator God we gather in your love and offer you our praise and adoration.  We praise you for 
creation in all its wonder and majesty.  From forests of mighty trees where light twinkles like gems, 
and snow-capped mountains proudly standing for eons, to the patterns of frost on a newly spun web 
and the sparkling of dew on sun-kissed grass, the variety of creation astounds us and reminds us of 
the infinity of your being. 
As we worship together, we are reminded of the relationships which hold us in our humanity and in 
your love, family, friends, colleagues, the energy of the universe held in reality through the bonds of 
love.  Your presence surrounds us and indwells us and in you we are one, now and forever we are a 
part of creation. 
Eternal God, we thank you for all that means so much to us, for the love that holds us, and 
encourages us, that comforts us and challenges us, love that is the meaning in life.  We are made of 
love and for love, and through the message of Jesus we have come to understand love in a new way.  
We thank you for Jesus and his message and together with Christians around the world we lift our 
voices in prayer using the words Jesus taught the disciples - 
Our Father…. 

Reading Psalm 29 (Psalms for a quantum world) 
Praise to the creator, source of all being. 
Lift up your voices to God  
and sing with God a song of love. 
Everything is in God,  
winds and seas,  
land and trees,  
all animals,  
nothing exists outside God. 
Everything that happens  
happens in God,  
is known by God,  
is a part of God;   
when people hurt, God huts,  
when people laugh, God laughs,  
when people celebrate, God celebrates. 
Everyone is held in God,  
can draw strength from God  
and becomes the fullness of themselves in God. 
Praise the creator, source of all being, 
sing of our oneness in God  
and live love, the eternal love of all creation,  
in everything you do.         (Heather Whyte 2020)  

Suggested Hymn God is love 
Listen here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5D3LEjGF8A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lU2uZVzxGDw


Readings  Isaiah 43:1-7 
   Luke 3:15-18, 21,22 
   Acts 8:14-17   
 
Suggested hymn Our God is a great big God 
Listen here   

Reflection  
Isaiah reminds us that every child born in creation is embraced in God’s love and every child born is 
full of God’s potential, but choices and decisions affect the fulfilment of that potential – not always 
the choices and decisions of the child but as we age it is our own responsibility to reach for our full 
potential.  We do this in partnership with God’s Spirit. 
In quantum theology it is often difficult to distinguish between God and God’s Spirit, not helped by 
our inheritance of a trinitarian understanding of God which is often lazy in its definition.  In 
trinitarian terms we express our understanding of God in the threefold understanding of Father, Son 
and Spirit, three facets on an infinite God which were developed to explain the relationship between 
Jesus and the Spirit which is spoken of on the New Testament as coming after Jesus.  This caused 
much debate and to this day there are two different understandings a linear Father – Son – Spirit 
and the more familiar triangular relationship.  This latter sits more comfortably with the expression 
of Spirit found in the Old Testament, for the Spirit was mentioned as evident in creation before 
Jesus.  In quantum terms God’s Spirit is an expression of the love that is God, in action within 
creation.  When we talk of receiving the Spirit, most commonly in connection with baptism, it is the 
trinitarian Spirit to which people refer. 
The passage from Luke demonstrates the idea within the church that in baptism we receive the Spirit 
yet our passage from Acts hints that it is only certain baptisms that confer the Spirit.  John said that 
he baptised with water, but one would follow who would baptise with the Spirit.  In Samaria there 
had been a huge response to the story of Jesus and his teaching, and many had become believers 
and been baptised by the leaders of the new churches but there was an awareness that the disciples 
baptised with the power of the Spirit and one of the leaders wanted this ability conferred on himself, 
for the benefit of his church.  Even today, within some traditions it is important that the ‘correct’ 
person performs the baptism but what does baptism mean in the twenty-first century and is there a 
defined point when we receive God’s Spirit other than at the moment of birth? 
For me, Baptism is about acknowledging the presence of God with us and choosing to commit to the 
communion and relationship of oneness, choosing to live in the community of church.  It is not about 
ritual and rite, the use of water is symbolic of a new start, a defined moment of choice.  For infant 
baptism it is the choice of the parents and later that choice will be confirmed by the person 
baptised, in their own time.  For those baptised as adults often the confirmation is done immediately 
following the baptism, either way it is part of a commitment to a way of life.  One of the promises I 
ask parents and Godparents to make is ‘Do you promise to tell A of today and encourage him/her to 
explore his/her true identity in the knowledge of God.’  Baptism offers an opportunity to explore life 
in oneness and to know that we live as loved and forgiven people, children in God. 
There are many good people who are generous, compassionate, kind and loving who have never 
been baptised or recognised Jesus as significant in their lives but I would argue that their attitude 
and actions indicate a oneness with that which I call God, and their lives demonstrate the Spirit of 
God.  Equally, I have met many people who have been baptised as children but later rejected any 
notion of God, and many people who have been baptised and claim to follow the way of Jesus yet it 
is hard to see how the Spirit makes nay difference in the way they live their lives.   
Receiving the Spirit is not a ‘head’ thing but a ‘heart’ thing.  We sense the Spirt within our hearts, or 
rather within our whole being.  It is in our hearts that we hear the voice which whispers, you are my 
beloved and in you I am greatly pleased, words which I have used during baptisms. It is in our souls 
that we respond and open our hearts to others, using our intellect to make a difference through our 
choices and decisions, our attitudes and our actions.  How do we know we are responding ‘in the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Hi8jW1qYsw


Spirit’?  We know when we do not compromise our actions out of self-interest, when we do not 
offer second best but choose the best possible action or path, the highest choice.  God is always with 
us, but we choose to acknowledge the presence. The Spirit always guides but we choose the path to 
follow. 
We are once again at the beginning of a new year and some of us will have resolved to change some 
aspects of our lives.  We are still in the midst of the pandemic, but we need to start making plans for 
a new way of being.  Many of us have been vaccinated and boosted, choosing to trust in the creative 
discovery and development of science and allow God to protect us.  In Isaiah we read the familiar 
words – ‘do not be afraid, when you walk through the waters I’ll be with you, you will never be 
consumed by the flames’, but we know through experience that fire is dangerous and water can 
overwhelm.  This passage, read today with all our twenty-first century understanding means 
something very different from when it was first written, although the essential truth remains the 
same.  We are with and in God all the time, we need not fear death, and nothing can separate us 
from God.  This passage in Isaiah is about eternal life not earthly life.  There are things which 
threaten our earthly life, fire, drowning, viruses and other illnesses will limit our earthly life but not 
our eternal life.  If we live life without embracing eternal life, we will be risk averse, believing that 
this life is all there is, but if we believe that God is, and we are in God for all time then we need not 
be afraid.  We will take sensible precautions, but we will also live life to the full. 
As church we are walking a tightrope between living life to the full and a responsibility to protect 
others which is why we still have some restrictions in place.  It is why we need to make the best use 
of the science which offers vaccination and a means of testing ourselves for the virus, to limit the 
possibility of putting others at risk.  Do not be afraid does not mean doing whatever we want, when 
we want, rather it means living our full potential and loving others by not putting them at risk. 
2022 offers us a new way of being.  We will learn to live with Covid.  We will learn how to move on 
and embrace life within Covid.  We will do this by being aware of the Spirit guiding us, embracing the 
reality of eternal life, and allowing this to guide our decisions.  We follow the way of Jesus as 
baptised people acknowledging God’s presence and the Spirit’s leading through the collective 
conscience of creation and exploring together what it means to express our love through our 
attitudes and actions to and with other people.   
 
Suggested hymn  God who sets us on a journey 
listen here  

Prayers   
Creator God we lift to you the world, recognising where the decisions and actions of humanity have 
changed the world and limited the opportunities for millions of your children.  Where we are born 
makes a difference to our lives and as we acknowledge the gifts of where we were born we also 
pledge to speak out for those born in very different circumstances.  We pray for children born 
without homes, without the opportunity of education, without the support of readily available 
healthcare or clean water, things we take for granted.  May our living be generous to those with less 
and committed to a just world where all can flourish. 
Eternal God, acknowledging your presence may we live in your Spirit. 

As we give thanks for the gift of vaccines, we are aware that not every country is yet able to offer 
vaccines to everyone, and pledge to support those campaigning for a fairer distribution of Covid 
vaccines.  We pray for better education about vaccines so that more people will accept the gift of 
protection and the world can once more be open in attitude.  We think of all those in hospital 
because they have not chosen vaccination, and particularly for children left without parents because 
of Covid. 
Eternal God, acknowledging your presence may we live in your Spirit. 

Recognising that the earth’s eco system is fragile as a result of our actions may we recommit to living 
greener lives, choosing sustainable ways of shopping and living.  We pray for wisdom in the decision 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vl2_WL9Txo


making of governments as they respond to the climate change crisis.  We also acknowledge that our 
lifestyle fuels much of the refugee situation as people seek better opportunities for their families.  
May we support those who have sought refuge from war and terror, famine and need remembering 
that Jesus was a refugee of terror.   
Eternal God, acknowledging your presence may we live in your Spirit. 

We give thanks for the fellowship of church and recognise the challenge to be more open and 
relevant to people within our communities.  May we rely less on ritual and doctrine and become 
fellowships of exploration and encouragement, our buildings places of hope and peace, and our life 
together a message of love of generosity.   
Eternal God, acknowledging your presence may we live in your Spirit. 

As we look to the future, we pray for the courage to trust in your presence and the reality of eternal 
life.  May we be people who live life to the full, exploring new ways of being and new ways of doing 
things that lead us towards a world of love and justice, hope and light where every child can flourish 
and give to the world the gifts they hold within their souls.  May we let go of fear and be the people 
we have the potential to be, together in your love. 
Eternal God, acknowledging your presence may we live in your Spirit.  Amen. 

 Our offering to God. 
As we worship together, we pledge our commitment to sharing in the work of our church through 
our continued offering and by exploring new ways of living generously and sharing the message of 
hope that is God’s love. Amen 

Suggested hymn   Tune Regent’s Square listen here 

We are pilgrims on a journey,  
following the path Christ shows;  
one with God and with all people,  
changing as the Spirit blows. 
We are called to share our story,  
Sowing seeds of love in lives. 

When we gather here to worship,  
voices praising, hearts made whole,  
we encounter fresh ideas, 
new expressions light our soul.   
We are called to share our story,  
Sowing seeds of love in lives. 

Life is like a mighty puzzle,  
piece by piece God is revealed;  
when we share our story gently  
other people can be healed.   
We are called to share our story,  
Sowing seeds of love in lives. 

We are witness to God’s wonder,  
seeing daily love divine,  
living, loving, being Jesus  
building kindom as a sign.   
We are called to share our story,  
Sowing seeds of love in lives. 

Held in love and bathed in mercy,  
God within us we are one;  
ever open to the Spirit,  
as we grow and journey on. 
We are called to share our story,  
Sowing seeds of love in lives.    © Heather Whyte 2018 

Blessing 
May the blessing that is the knowledge of God, source of all being, the love of God discovered 
through Jesus and the inspiration of the Spirit which binds us together be with us on our journey this 
day and every day. Amen. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPMFEVzQfrk

