
Sunday 16th January 2022 

All material unless otherwise stated is © Heather Whyte 

Gathering 
We are one in God’s presence and offer this time to God, and through God to each other. Together 
we listen, share and pray as one in God. 

Prayer  
Eternal God,  
your love is woven into the very fabric of the universe,  
you are ever present, the source of all being,  
and in you is our way to the peak of oneness,  
in you is our true path to the fullness of our humanity. 
You hold all beings within your love and presence,  
and all beings are a part of your love and presence. 
When we recognise our life within in you,  
we live without fear for in you is eternal life,  
our very being is held within your presence  
for all time and beyond time. 
When we recognise our oneness with you,  
the gateway to knowledge and wisdom is open,  
and we see with a clarity beyond this world.   
In the light of your being, we see only light  
and darkness is as nothing. 
We are never separate from your love  
but when the eyes of our heart are open  
we recognise the beauty of oneness  
and the wonder of creation and we know we belong. 
As we worship together, we come with hearts overflowing with gratitude for the wonders of 
creation and we marvel at the connectedness that weaves all life, and no life, together.  Recognising 
our oneness in you we give thanks for the people who help to nurture our life, our family and 
friends, colleagues and carers, and the fellowship of church.  We also recognise our oneness with all 
people and the knowledge and wisdom that we gain through sharing together in love and openness.  
The diversity of creation is its treasure and in this we all share. As followers of Jesus, we share 
together the prayer of the disciples, saying Our Father… 

Readings Isaiah 62:1-5 
  1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
  John 2:1-11 (optional) 

Reflection  
The book we know as Isaiah is generally accepted as being written in three sections, by three 
different authors, in three very different time zones.  The latter part, chapters 56-66, were believed 
to have been written after the return from the exile in Babylonia around 540BCE and describes the 
feelings of disillusionment and demoralisation at returning to a very changed landscape from the 
one they left, and a temple if not destroyed then seriously damaged.  The book of Isaiah is poetry 
rather than historical fact, it is about feelings, about hopes and dreams, and about the response to 
threat, fear and destitution, about life in fact.  It is a window onto human response rather than a 
source of direct answers to questions. 

In our reading we are reminded that in God all things are made new, and it talks about forsaken 
places and desolate places and in our minds we can all conjure up examples of such places, places 
where you are not welcome, places to avoid, but it does not have to be like that.  When people value 
creation, when people love one another then a new beginning happens.  When we care for our 



surroundings, it is noticed.  Buildings that are not cared for give the wrong impression.  I have been a 
part of churches where the fellowship complained that people walked past without recognising the 
building as church and my answer is whose fault is that?  I have been a part of churches where those 
passing thought the church was closed and no longer in use, and my question is whose fault is that?  
The body language of our buildings is very important in how people perceive the church.  Is your 
building open and welcoming to strangers, does it suggest a place of community?  Living in oneness 
means being aware of God’s presence and living in God’s presence.  We say we worship and adore 
God but do our buildings echo that message, people notice, and it makes a difference. 

In our passage from 1 Corinthians, we read that there is a variety of activities but the same God who 
activates them all.  Does this mean that everything we do is activated by God?  Not all activities are 
equal, not all activities are loving but Paul says God activates all activities in everyone, which gives 
pause for thought. How, why would God activate an unloving activity.  To answer this, we need to 
explore our understanding of God.  It was a common understanding at one time, and many do still 
believe, that God is almost like a puppet master pulling our strings, that God intervened in our lives, 
controlled us even, but if we believe in the concept of freewill, an important aspect in true love, 
which cannot be coerced, then we do have a choice in our activities.  An acknowledgment of the 
presence of God in and around us encourages loving actions but if we choose to deny the presence 
of God, we can choose to deny the encouragement to love and seek a better world. 

Love fosters love, hatred fosters hatred, and the world is an echo of either. 

If we believe in an ever-present God woven into the fabric of creation then, as Jesus said, God is in 
us and we are in God, we are a part of God, therefore our actions are a part of God’s actions. What 
we do influences how others perceive God.  That is something to think about as we make our 
decisions. 

As followers of Jesus, we are called to act for the common good, that is what it means to live in 
oneness.  Whatever your gift, wisdom, teaching, encouraging, enabling, healing, connecting, 
imagining, it is a gift for the building of kingdom, changing the world into a place of love and justice 
through our words, actions, and attitude.  We are to speak kindly, act lovingly and live generously. 
When we do this even ordinary actions can become miracles of love, water can be turned into wine, 
weeds can be perceived as wildflowers, something shared can become a catalyst of change.  How do 
we embrace this in our everyday life?  We can start by planning, making deliberate decisions at the 
start of each new day, what will I share today, who will I encourage today, who will I be with today? 

In John’s gospel we have the story of Jesus turning the water into wine at the wedding at Cana.  It 
was the first sign.  Miracles and signs are opportunities to wonder, they warm our imagination and 
encourage us to dream, they open us up to possibilities.  Theologian Brian McLaren invites us to 
imagine church life as a wedding running out of wine.  He invites us to consider what our church is 
running out of?  Jesus used the huge stone jars that were for the cleansing rituals and filled them 
with wine.  What are the stone containers of our day, the things we keep for a specific purpose and 
only use rarely?  What would it mean for those containers to be filled with wine?  At the wedding 
180 gallons of wine was produced, approximately 1170 bottles of wine, an abundance.  When we 
live acknowledging the presence of God than we are surrounded by an abundance to share.  When 
we hoard things, as individuals, communities or even nations then others are denied those things.  
That can never be a loving action.   

The people of Judah were faced with the restoration of the temple, something they saw as crucial to 
life as they knew it and yet the prophet calls then to re-imagine life and build a new life together.  
We are at a similar point looking to rebuild life in the new world of Covid.  We have been in exile for 
the past two years, or maybe even longer if we are honest, and Covid has been the catalyst that 
forces us to consider our life as communities and as churches. Do we hear the prophet’s words to 
explore a new way of being?  What should we be doing differently? Do we accept the challenge of 
the wedding sign and look to re-purpose some of our stone jars, our rituals and rites that are no 



longer relevant to the world in which we live?  Is it time to acknowledge that our actions influence 
how others perceive God and to be more deliberate in choosing love, and in using our gifts for the 
common good of our communities? 

When we share communion together it should not be about ritual, should not be so wrapped up in 
religious practice that some perceive it as magic.  Communion is a celebration of our oneness, 
something we do together to remind us that we are one in God and called to share what we have 
and who we are for the common good.  It is a reminder of the message of Jesus, a time to reflect on 
and commit to making our oneness more evident in our lives.  Every time we sit together and share, 
we are practicing communion, every time we choose to act selflessly, putting the good of others 
first, we are practicing communion but the opportunity to sit together in worship, is a time to 
celebrate our life together as people on the way, and encourage one another through this sharing to 
live as one with all creation, one with God.   

Tomorrow is a new day filled with possibilities, we can choose to yearn after the old ways, to spend 
all our energy trying to recreate the past, or we can embrace our oneness and, walking the way of 
love, let go of fear and be open to new possibilities.  We can choose to be explorers of the Kingdom 
or curators of the past; one invigorates and speaks of hope, the other saps energy and yet stays the 
same.  Which will we choose?   

Suggested Hymns 

Great is thy faithfulness  
For the healing of the nations (Tune Rhuddlan)   
Let there be love shared among us (peace, hope) 

 


