
Sunday 19th December 2021   A Carol Service 
If you are missing your carol service this year you might like to follow this service in your bible and hymn 
book as we explore the theme of angels. 
All material © Heather Whyte unless otherwise stated. 

Opening words –  
Israel walked in darkness, until a child was born in Bethlehem. 
A new-born babe, whose origins were before the stars, and who would rule Israel and draw many to him – 
a shepherd who cares for his flock in the name of the Lord God. 
He will rule to the ends of the earth, a bringer of light and a bringer of peace.  
Glory to God on high.  Based on Micah 5:2-5a 

Hymn 614 Love came down at Christmas 

Prayer 
God of eternity, 
in the last minute rush of Christmas shopping, 
we pause to consider what money cannot buy. 
In the excitement of wrapping the presents, 
we pause to listen to the story that lies beneath the paper. 
In the busyness of cooking and entertaining, 
we pause to remember those who have no place to go. 
In the choosing of trees and putting up of decorations, 
we pause to pray for those who find Christmas a difficult time. 
In the singing of carols and costumes of nativity plays, 
we pause to think of what lies behind our customs and traditions. 
In the letters to Santa and hanging up of stockings, 
we give you thanks for your gift of yourself in the birth of a baby. 

Advent Week 4 – LOVE 

The love of God is hope, joy and peace.  Love overcomes fear and offers a new beginning. 

Micah 6:6-8 

6 ‘With what shall I come before the LORD, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 

We light this candle as a symbol of the love that shines in the world, the love of God reflected in the lives of 
people.  When we love our neighbour, we are choosing the path to the fullness of our humanity and sowing 
seeds of hope, joy and peace in the world. We are building the Kingdom through our words and actions. 

Sing   In the darkness comes a light,  
Tune St Bees  light of love for all to see.   

Hold the light within your heart  
helping love replace the fear 

Reading Genesis 28.10-15 
Hymn 144 It came upon the midnight clear 



Reading Exodus 3.1-6 
Hymn 327 O God your love’s undying flame 

Reading Daniel 3.19-28a 
Song  Angels by Robbie Williams  

Reading Isaiah 7.10-14 
Hymn 150 Child in a manger 

Reading Luke 1.26-38 
Hymn 139 The angel Gabriel from heaven came 

Reading Matthew 1.18-25 
Hymn 145 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Reading Luke 2.1-20 
Hymn 155 While shepherds watched (Tune Ilkley Moor) 
 
Reflection How do you define an angel?  
I wonder how often you have called someone an angel, or been called an angel yourself?  It is a term that is 
often used to express gratitude for a favour or gift of service.  I wonder how many songs you can think of 
that are about or refer to angels.  Annie Lennox sings that there must have been an angel playing with her 
heart, an explanation for an overwhelming sense of joy, joy that makes the heart go boom, and a sense of 
not being alone in an empty room.  For some people there is an overlap between ghosts, spirits and angels, 
a confusion of ideas which occurs often when we try to explain the inexplicable in life.  The ‘ghost’ of a 
loved one would surely be an angel. 
As we have read today there are quite a few occurrences of angels within the Bible, and yet do we really 
know what an angel is?  A messenger certainly, although I suspect not often in the way Mary, Joseph and 
shepherds experienced them.  Sometimes the message is delivered by someone we know, or even don’t 
know but the words strike a chord deep within and we recognise the voice of God in the message.  Angels 
though are also catalysts, they set things in motion, change attitudes and create opportunities.  In the 
world of the eternal, surely the home of angels, there are moments when we connect so deeply that we 
become aware of things on a different plain, we see things in a different way, and we can be for that 
moment an angel, a catalyst in someone else’s life, a messenger of love beyond earthy love.  Love came 
down at Christmas, most times a birth creates an overwhelming love, somewhere from deep within which 
catches us unawares and changes us, and opens us to new possibilities.  At Christmas we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus but more importantly we celebrate the incarnation, the presence of the love that is God 
within creation and all the possibility of angels playing with our hearts. 
Angel song 

Here, now,  
awaken to the sight and sound of heaven,  
resting in the  
knowledge of God with us. 

Heaven is not some far off echo,  
but earthed in the reality of our experience  
when we find a different way of being,  
lit by the spark of deep connection within creation. 

Shimmering and shining in the darkness 
this new way calls to us  
from the depth of our being,  
promising a new birth,  
a new world,  
a reality that throbs with the love of justice. 

Amidst the clamour of Christmas,  
take time and reflect,  



listen for the call and  
see a new way,  
encouraging communion  
with a love and generosity  
that comes from life in the presence of God. 

Immanuel, comes the call. 
We are one, the reply. 

Let mutual love continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. (Hebrews 13, 1,2) 
 
Hymn 163 Angels from the realms of glory 

Prayers 

Eternal God ever present around and within us, as we look to Christmas may we open to angels, and be 
angels for others.  

As we reflect of the story of Jesus’s birth may we remember the people whose lives today are reflected in 
the story, young women who find themselves unexpectedly pregnant and perhaps thrown out of home; the 
homeless, and the refugees in strange lands with nowhere to stay; people who are frightened, people who 
are confused; people to sense a calling and leave all to follow their star. 
Loving God through your love may we be open to people whose lives are different from ours, seeing the 
opportunity to reach out in faith that in you we are one.  

As we respond to the story of love come into the world may our words and actions reflect your love, and 
our attitudes make a difference to the lives of others.  May we choose joy, live hope-filled lives and share 
the peace that comes from knowing you and letting your love overwhelm our hearts and drive our fear. 

We pause to think of family and friends, and to allow your voice to guide us in how we spend time 
together.  May the light of your love shine from our hearts and homes, and may we ready to welcome the 
stranger in whom we may meet an angel.   

Hymn 159 Hark the Herald Angels sing… 

Blessing 

May the blessing that is the knowledge of God, source of being, the love of God discovered through Jesus 
and the inspiration of the Spirit which binds us together be with us on our journey this day and every day 
Amen. 

 


