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This newsletter is intended to update church members
about our activities during lockdown.
So here are a few messages from some of our members
and friends.
Christmas Challenge
In this strange year when we are not sure how we will celebrate Christmas
I invite you all to decorate a window of your house, one that can be seen
from the road, with something to cheer people as they pass by, and
remind them that although things are different and we may not be able to
meet together we are still celebrating the joy of Christmas.

Send us an Angel
By George F. Macleod – Founder of the Iona Community
Lord God: some of us are a little like the shepherds:
Just carrying on with our jobs … despite the turbulence of the world
scene.
Give us a message … send us an angel that will
start us seeking a new way of life.
Lord God: others of us are like the Wise Men from
the East:
We can see the need of some power to come and
give us direction:
but we don’t know in which direction to go.
Give us the wisdom to see that it is not in physical
power that our salvation lies, but in love and
humility.
Lord God: a few of us are like Herod: we don’t want
a new power to enter the world, in case it might threaten our own power.
Give us the humility to be ready for quite a new form of power: to fit the
dangerous age in which we live: where atomic power is beyond our
capacity to control.
We ask You to make us expectant, instead of planners: we ask You to
make us seekers, rather than know-alls.
We ask you for grace so that we are ready to receive.
We ask you for humility so that we are prepared to accept Your way of
doing things.
We ask You for faith, and faith is a gift, really to believe; that in this dark
day for our land, we can accept the gift of Christmas: and to bring our
wealth as a land to serve the Christ;
To bring our incense to worship him: and our myrrh, the symbol of burial,
to be ready to die for him.
Thus we shall be able to receive the gift of love and light and life,
When Christmas Day shall dawn.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Some of you will remember that I read the above prayer at a joint Carol
Service some years ago. I think it is very relevant to the present
situation. Perhaps we could substitute Covid for atomic power. In these
dark days, we still need an angel.
Best wishes to you all for Christmas however you will be spending it, with
your families or in smaller groups (choosing which bubble to join could set
harmony back for years!)
Rona Harvey

Advent and Christmas Worship
Luton and Dunstable Pastorate Christmas Services 2020
All services will be available on the Pastorate website, at the appropriate
time, and be presented on Zoom, links will be sent as usual. If you would
like to receive the link please complete the contact form on the website
clearly marking your request ZOOM WORSHIP, and which church you are
from.
Services will be posted to those who usually receive them in that way.
There will also be a weekly Advent page on the website.
Sunday 29th November 1st In Advent 10.30am
A service of readings and hymns to explore the advent themes.
Sunday 6th December 2nd in Advent 10.30am
A traditional gift service, celebrating our giving of gifts to those less
fortunate than ourselves, a more informal service, suitable for children.
Sunday 13th December 3rd in Advent 10.30am
A traditional advent service
Sunday 20th December 4th in Advent 4.00pm
A carol service with readings and carols, why not light a candle and join us.
Thursday 24th December Christmas Eve 11.30pm
A watchnight service. Join us from the comfort of your own home, tucked
up warm in your pyjamas maybe, with a candle to keep you company as
we listen to stories and poems, sing carols and wait together for Christmas
Day.
Saturday 26th December Boxing Day 11.00am
A fellowship gathering to share greetings and news, with a poem or two.
Bring your mince pie and mulled wine to the party.
Sunday 27th December 10.30am
An informal service reflecting on Christmas.

Everyone welcome

Hello to everyone in lock down land.
This has been a very strange and difficult year for
everyone. I am sure most of you will know that
Mick and I sold our business in early December
last year so this was to be our first year of
retirement and we along with all of you had a list
of things we wanted to do and see and like you not
many things on the list got done. However we
have managed to spend a great deal of time
attending our allotment and have now harvested
the rewards of our labour.
Mick lost his mother to cancer in April and we are supporting his dad as
much as we can. We were looking forward to Victoria and her partner
getting married next August but due to furlow this has now been rearranged for May 2022 but that will give me more time to lose a little
weight and find an outfit.(too much time at home baking not good for
the hips) I was delighted to hear that my “grandson” Liam passed out
and is now in the Royal Engineers, and my grand-daughter is expecting
again and so sometime in March I will be a great-granny for the second
time.
I hope you are all staying as safe as possible and are coping with your
own situations, I'm on the end of the phone if anyone should need help
in any way. I am looking forward to when we
can all meet together and especially sing
together I did not realise how much I would
miss singing hymns on Sunday mornings, its
not the same singing on your own during
zoom worship.
Wishing you all a very merry Christmas and
peaceful New Year.
Love Ann & Mick

I recently received a letter from Hazel, she writes:

Christmas Memories
with Margaret Ilgunas
I have several memories of Christmas, the earliest being when I
was 4 and my sister was 3. We were both given a basket chair and
I still have mine. Its been painted to go with my décor a number
of times. In it I have 6 black dolls. One of which was given me by
my mother.
Another memory which stands out is when I was about 6. It was
Christmas Eve and and I was walking home with my Mother from
Granny’s house when we stopped on the bridge to look at the
stars. My mother pointed to the brightest star and told me the star
was so bright that it was for the baby Jesus.
I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a really good
New Year.

These last few months have been a real shock to us all, one we never expected, and
one we have never experienced in our lifetime.
Little did I know that when I locked up my last dancing class on 26th March that I
would not be returning until ...................
I had been thinking of moving to a new house and had just made a start when we
went into lock down. As we came out of it in July I started the proceedings again,
and we are continuing the long boring process.
I have moved quite a lot in twenty years, and it all seemed comparatively easy. Now
with all the money laundering etc., they want to know what you have had for
breakfast, also details of all your cash which I cannot remembering being asked for
before. Hopefully it will all be over soon, and I can give everyone my new address.
Alison and myself have continued to shield, and now we are still very careful in all
we undertake. Thankfully, my daughter Heather has continued to shop at the big
shops every weekend for Alison and myself, and we are both very grateful for this
service.
As you can imagine after fifty years of teaching, I miss it very much, but very
pleased that we could resume the tap class three weeks ago. We can keep two
metres apart, wear masks to go in and out and wipe our chairs down when we finish.
It is a start anyway. As far as the other types of dancing go, we take hands
and dance very closely together, so this will be impossible to start at the present
time.
The zoom meetings have been wonderful to see everyone and to keep in touch with
all the news, and we thank all who have organised them. Of course, we all look
forward to the day when we can meet in our own building face to face It has been a
long time, not a natural time, and we all wonder when it is going to end. Hopefully, it
will end and we must pray for that day.
Keep safe and happy.

Kate.

Greetings from the Dunn Family
Christmas this year will be different for many families including ours, we
normally have Christmas day with Jim, Jane and all the family, this year
we are going to Southbourne where Jacqui lives, we will still be together
with everyone on Zoom but no cuddles and kisses from our grandchildren
Louis, Francesca and Ashley and our Great grandchildren Ellie, Winter and
Willow.
We still have the tambourines, bells and maracas we always played on
Christmas morning in the church while singing our favourite Christmas
hymn ‘Come and join the celebration it’s a very special day’. Winter and
Willow now have fun playing with them.
Tom and I will be with Jaqui and her family until the new year so there
will be lots of walks by the beach.
We have a lot to be thankful for and count our blessings every day, Tom
and I wish everyone in St Ninian’s a very happy Christmas, take care of
each other.
Love
Tom, Ada and Family

Greetings from Chrissie
I now have three great granddaughters. Phoebe was 2 in May. Aurora born
July 8th and Esla born 13th Oct. All are well and I long to hold them, but
I see them regularly on Video.
I had a community nurse visit me on Friday. She will be keeping in touch
with to see if I keep well or require any help.

A message from Elizabeth and Noel:
Well what have we been doing during lockdown? Filing, sorting my
stamp and coin collection out. Taking the cats to the vets for their yearly
vaccinations, but due to covid they have to have another injection in
three weeks time. Parker being long haired was matted on her stomach
so she had to be trimmed. She was in a bad mood when she came home
and I only hope the vet didn’t loose any fingers doing it. We lost our two
next door neighbours who died suddenly, they had not been ill.
It was very strange at first not going to Church but we’ve got used to it
a bit more now. Noel has been down checking the Church regularly and
now we are waiting to hear from Martin regarding the price of a new
boiler but the Insurance Company have been notified.
My cataract has been done and other one will be done on 15th of
December. My broken hand is still causing me trouble especially typing,
but its something I have to put up with. Have been in touch with some
of the congregation to make sure they are OK. Spoke to Ada the other
day but had to postpone visit as Tom was taking her back to A&E as her
hand turned blue.
Hope all is well with everyone and wishing you all a Happy Christmas.
Keep well and safe.
With love from Elizabeth Noel.

Mary has been in contact
fairly regularly with
Isobel.
She had a wonderful
surprise at the beginning of
October when her brother,
her niece and great niece
knocked at her door. She
said it was a wonderful
surprise. They took her out
to lunch on both the
Saturday and Sunday.
Isobel wishes everyone a
Covid 19 free Christmas and
New Year.

Christmas Greetings from the Watsons:
A very Happy Christmas to Everyone and hopefully a better new year for
2021. We have been very careful with our social contacts and have kept
free of Covid so far. Fiona has also been OK too, and has continued to
work as a kitchen manager at the local primary school. We really miss
going out and about for shopping and a meal out. Philip has been having
regular local dog walks with Poppy. During the first lockdown Poppy
developed a cyst on her eyelid and she had to have an operation to
remove it. This meant a trip to take her to a special vet in Watford.
Fortunately she got over it well and we are now over being hit on the legs
by the inevitable large collar to stop her rubbing the eye. Even without
covid we would not be able to visit our family in Florida at the present
because of health issues. We have both been doing some work in the
garden. Its been a very good year for weeds, but some of our veg have
been good. We have 4 moulting chickens but not many eggs at present.
They should get going again as the days lengthen.
We keep in contact with our families with video and telephone. We cannot
visit Andrew and his family because Linzi is shielding. Ryan is working on
his pilot’s licence and has to stay in Oxford where he is based. Dylan is 15
shortly and at High School. He is playing in the band and played a solo in
church last week on the french horn. We are very
proud of his musical achievement.
Like most people we shall spend a very quiet
Christmas and look forward to our zoom services.
We would like to wish all who read this a very

We were hoping to hold a service at St
Ninian’s in December. Unfortunately a major
boiler problem has prevented this from
happening.
A big thank you to everyone who has
continued to take care of the church building and the finances while
we cannot be at church.
Also grateful thanks to Heather our minister, Mary Arthur, Liz Plewes
and Ann Burgoyne for hosting supportive Zoom services.
We look forward to meeting up again as soon as the virus is under full
control and the church is being heated again.
So we raise a glass to wish everyone a better year for 2021.

